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S Farewell to Dr. Ned Gardner 

Dr. James ñNedò Gardner has announced his retirement as the band 

director at Reedy Creek Middle School.  On October 15, the 7th and 

8th grade band students performed brilliantly in the last concert under 

the direction of Dr. Gardner. The performances by our students were 

reflective of the many exemplary concerts that delighted the families 

and friends of the Reedy Creek community.  A great deal of respect 

for Dr. Gardner is attributed to his strong dedication and commitment 

to teaching middle school music, spanning 16 years at East Cary Mid-

dle School and Reedy Creek Middle School.  Throughout these years, 

Dr. Gardnerôs passion for music and his demonstrated leadership 

have afforded students the opportunity to perform at many local and 

state music festivals.  Many of his students auditioned and performed 

in the All County-wide Band Festival. Thanks, Dr. Gardner, for the 

years of dedicated service and for sharing your knowledge and exper-

tise in instrumental music impacting the lives of many students in 

Wake County.  The Reedy Creek Community extends best wishes for 

a long and enjoyable retirement.   

Sincerely, 

Lawrence Jackson 

Lawrence Jackson 

Principal 



 

Dear RCMS Families, 
 

I tõs hard to believe that fall is already upon us. The days are 
getting shorter and the PTA has been busy. I would like to thank 
all the PTA committee chairpersons, members and parent volun-
teers who have worked so hard to make these events a success. 

  

To everyone who participated in the magazine fundraiser by pur-
chasing magazines or with cash donations, I thank you for your 
support. Dawn Walls did an outstanding job with our fundraiser 
this year.  She and all the volunteers should be commended.  All 
money made from the fundraiser is used to enhance our  wonder-
ful school. Funding honors luncheons, staff grants, cultural arts 
and hospitality events are some of the many ways we put your 
money to work. Your support of the PTA is appreciated and 
needed. 
 

Our first Barnes and Noble Book Fundraiser was a big success.  
The students had a great time and Mr. Lockwood was the star of 
the show.  Thanks go out to Mary Hill for coordinating our first 
event at Barnes and Noble.   
 

Our Book Fair will be held in November. We will have a large se-
lection of books for sale. Books make great holiday gifts for chil-
dren of all ages and this is a perfect opportunity to do some of 
your shopping. I hope to see you at the Book Fair.  
 

Our next PTA board meeting will be Wed. November 4th at 7:00 
in the Media center. All parents are welcome and encouraged to 
attend. November brings us Thanksgiving; a time to be grateful 
for the blessings in our lives. We all think of family and friends 
but also remember the teachers and staff members who worked 
with our children on a daily basis. They have an enormous impact 
on our childrenõs future and at RCMS, they care about the success 
of every student.  
 

I hope all of you have a wonderful Thanksgiving!  
 

Fondly, 
Stephanie Marquez 
PTA President 

From the PTA President Honors 
Lunch  

Committee  
 

I would like to announce that 

the first Honors Luncheon for 

the 2009 - 2010 school year will 

be held on Friday, November 

13, 2009 .  The PTA will treat all 

students who earned  A and A/B 

Honor Roll for First Quarter to a 

pizza lunch.    The students will 

be served from the concession 

area during their regular lunch 

period.    Please help recognize 

our outstanding students by 

volunteering to help with the 

lunch.   This is a fun and easy 

event to support.  If you cannot 

be at the school that day, please 

help by donating juice packs, 

bottles of  water or bags of 

chips.    More information will be 

coming soon.   Thank you in ad-

vance for your support!   To vol-

unteer or for more information, 

contact Deborah Feldstein at 

DebFeldstein@gmail.com . 

Trees for You and Me  
 

   25 trees were planted in the name of Mr. Widderôs class to save Polar Bears.  The American Association 
of Zoo Keepers, Inc. has teamed with Polar Bears International and the Arbor Day Foundation in a new pro-
gram called Trees for You and Me.  For each $1 contributed, one tree will be planted in one of our nationôs 
forests. Help AAZK and PBI by planting trees in our nationôs forests to help fight global warming and improve 
the habitat of polar bears and many other species.  
   Every tree you plant today will help replace trees lost to fire, insects, or disease. Join us as we help re-
plenish our nationôs abundant forests. For more information on the program or to donate please go to: 
http://arborday.org/aazk   

mailto:DebFeldstein@gmail.com
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Hospitality Committee 
Shows Staff  Appreciation  

 

Our first Wake Up Wednesday event was 

held on Wednesday, September 16th. This is 

when we show our appreciation to the staff 

at Reedy Creek Middle School with a do-

nated buffet breakfast. A special ñthank youò 

goes to all the parents who generously con-

tributed their time, efforts, and wonderful 

goodies. We served the staff coffee, and 

juice, muffins, coffee cakes, donuts and fruit. 
 

In October, we will be preparing treat bags 

filled with candies, and individually wrapped 

cookies.  November 18th will be our next 

Wake Up Wednesday and in December we 

will be filling Holiday goodie bags for the 

staff.  Please be on the look out for emails 

from Jackie Cox and Michele Dyer from the 

Hospitality Committee on ways you can 

help. 
 

If  you would like to join the Hospitality 

team please  contact Jackie Cox at 859-0262 

jackiecox@nc.rr.com or Michele Dyer at 

462-6235 michele@ncdyers.com  

Fall Fundraiser Update 
 

The PTA estimates that our Fall Fundraiser raised 
$10,000 toward or goal of $12,000 .  What a great 

way to start the new school year!  A  big 
ñTHANK YOUò to all the RCMS Eagles for 
your hard work!   
 

Congratulations to our prize winners 
¶  Classroom Participation Award:  Ms. 
Kellyôs 7th grade class.  Way to go! 
Everyone in Ms. Kellyôs homeroom will 
attend the BMX show for their efforts.  
What a great ñteamò effort.  
¶ Best P.S. Award - Ms. Hayes class, 

Brianna Howley - Thanks Brianna, great 
job!  She will be receiving the helicopter 
as her reward for that challenge on the 
day of the BMX show. 
¶ Secret Envelope Winner- the lucky win-

ner will be announced at the BMX show. 
 

We are looking forward to a fabu-
lous BMX show - hope to see you 
all there. 
 

Product Distribution Day will be coming 
soon.  More information to follow.. 
 
 

FYI:   Tell your family and friends they can 
support RCMS throughout the year by or-
dering online at:   www.gafundraising.com 
Just enter our School I.D. #583765.  
 
 The PTA would like to thank Dawn & Ray Walls, our 

parent volunteers, for the many hours of volunteer 
time they have donated for the students and staff of 
RCMS. 

ABSENCE EXCUSE NOTES 
 

 A note must be submitted to the school 

within 2 days after the absence occurs, 

otherwise it will be recorded as UNEX-

CUSED.  Notes should be placed in a box 

marked òAttendance Lettersó on the 

counter in the front office on the morning 

your child returns to school.  The absent 

note should include:  the studentõs full 

name (not nickname); grade; date(s) of ab-

sence and the reason.  It also must have 

the parent/guardian signature.  

 If your child is late for school due to a 

doctorõs appointment or illness, a note is 

also needed in order to make it an excused 

tardy.  

Parent Information Night &  
1st Quarter Report Card Pickup  

 

Wednesday, November 4  
4:30 ð 6:30 p.m.  

mailto:jackiecox@nc.rr.com
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Box Tops  

for education!  

 

 Remember  to clip Box Top 
coupons from your favorite 
products and send them to 
our school.  It is an easy 
way for RCMS to earn 
money.  

 
 

 RCMS Scholastic Book Fair will be held the week of November 16 - 20 

from 7 a.m. until 2:30 p.m. each day.  Cash, Credit Cards, and Checks 

with your child's name and homeroom teacher (made out to Scholastic 

Books) will be accepted.  

 This is a PTA fund raiser and the proceeds will benefit your child's 

school.  Your child will be able to shop for books at least once during 

their Language Arts period and then before and after school that week.  

 We will also be looking for volunteers to help with the Fair.  If you 

have any questions, please contact Rebekah Hotelling, rhotel-

ling@nc.rr.com ; 656 - 5011; or Mary Hilll, mhill105@nc.rr.com  

Counselorsô Corner 
Counselors have been visiting 6th, 7th and 8th grade classrooms to present lessons relevant to each grade level. 
 

Sixth gradersô classroom guidance lessons focus upon ñHow to Succeed in Middle School.ò  We examine how attitude and 

study skills impact middle school success. 
 

In anticipation of career exploration lessons later this year and during 8th grade, the theme of 7th grade classroom guidance les-

sons is ñGoal Setting.ò  Seventh graders will be learning: 

¶ Why setting goals is important; 

¶ A four step goal-setting process; 

¶ The difference between long-term and short-term goals and how to break goals down into the first few steps; 

¶ How to use brainstorming in the goal-setting process; and 

¶ How to utilize outside support for achieving oneôs goals. 
 

Seventh graders are learning about Violence Prevention in lessons presented by Officer Guthrie and Mrs. Breckheimer.  The 

unit includes strategies for managing anger, how to deal with conflict, peer pressure, what makes a safe school, dealing with 

bullying and relational aggression. 
 

Eighth graders began their career exploration process learning more about their personalities, skills and values.  They will see 

how their interests are related to various career fields when they go to the computer lab in November to take an interest inven-

tory and research careers through the Futures for Kids program.  They will then be able to access this site from home as well. 

Additional activities during the Career Fair provide opportunities for students to learn about how jobs are classified, explore a 

career in depth, and learn about workplace basics.  During the annual Career Fair on November 13, 8th grade students will have 

the opportunity to interview at least 5 different people - from among the approximately 40 different occupations represented - to 

find out more about careers of interest.  They will follow up with thank you notes to the participant of their choice.  In conjunc-

tion with the Career Fair, Megan Kirkpatrick, BELC Coordinator for WCPSS, will talk with students about the impact of inap-

propriate choices they make now upon their future employment opportunities. Be sure to ask your 8th grader about what he or 

she learns from the people interviewed and from Ms. Kirkpatrickôs captivating presentation. 
 

As winter approaches, students tend to have an increase in illnesses.  Please contact Student Services at 410-3593 by 8:30 

a.m. if your child has been absent more than three days and you would like to pick up make-up work.  You can also 

email teachers directly through the RCMS website and some teachers also post homework on the website.   
 

Report cards will be issued on November 4 at Parent Information Night or the next day in homeroom.  If you have questions, 

please contact the appropriate teacher or counselor.  Remember that SPAN is a great way to monitor how your child is pro-

gressing on a regular basis. 

 

Student Services Office:  Mrs. Hatley   460-3593 

6th Grade (M-Z) and 7th Grade Counselor:  Ms. Evans-Salter (460-3513) devans-salter@wcpss.net 

6th Grade (A-L) and 8th Grade Counselor:  Mrs. Breckheimer (460-3512) cbreckheimer@wcpss.net 

mailto:rhotelling@nc.rr.com
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Reedy Creek 

Reedy Creek Spirit Wear  
 
RCMS Spirit Wear is ALWAYS  available!  Simply complete this order form and send in to your childôs homeroom teacher with pay-
ment.  Your order will be processed within 2 weeks and sent back to your child at homeroom.  Many of these items are useful for 
your children here at school and are a great way to support RCMS!  It is highly recommended that students wear a Reedy Creek t-
shirt for Physical Education class. 

 

To place an order, fill out the form below with a check payable to RCMS PTA or include exact change with the order. Send both 
items in an envelope to the RCMS main office, The order will be delivered to your childôs  homeroom class. 
 

Please allow 1-2 weeks for the order to be filled. Indicate on the line the number of items you wish to order. All sizes are adult 
unless otherwise noted. 

 

Reedy Creek T-shirt ($12.00)           Sweatshirt with Hood ($22.00)  
                     

Small    ______red      ____ black      Small  _______red ____black  **All sizes are Adult 

              

Medium   ______red      ____black       Medium _______red ____black         

      

Large    ______red      ____black       Large    ______red  ____black        

          

XL    ______red      ____black       XL         ______red  ____black       
 

             

Gym Bag ($5.00)        RCMS Accessories 

 
_______ Red         ______ Car Magnet  $3.00 
  

_______ Black         _______ Water Bottle  $3.00        

 
 

Student name _____________________________________________________________ 
 

Grade _________________    4th period teacher ___________________________________________      

                    

Phone number _____________________________    Date____________________________________ 

REEDY CREEK MIDDLE SCHOOL  
PTA MEMBERSHIP 2009 ï 2010 

Please join the PTA to benefit all the students at RCMS. Your membership helps to provide programs and 

events that enhance your childôs education. Our goal is 100% participation from families and staff Contact 

Ani Rue 454-4043 or RARZ91@aol.com with any questions. 

 

Parent(s) Name   ___________________________Phone _____                _                             

 

Childôs Name and Grade_______________________________    
 

Parents email address _________________________________ 

 
Membership type ______$7.00 single _______$12.00 household 

Send completed form with payment to school. Checks payable to ñRCMS PTAò. 

Contact Paige Lewis  848-0049   

or Ginger Haroldson  467-5655 

with any questions 



THANK YOU!  
Special People Make Special Schools  

 
Thank you  for cooperating with Reedy Creek Middle school carpool procedure.  
 

Sincerely,  
 

Lawrence Jackson  
Principal  


