W BnETons

February / March 2010

Dear Parents,

We would like to welcome Mr. Damon Underwood to RCMS as the band direc-
tor replacing Dr. Ned Gardner, who retired in October. Also, we welcome Ms.
Elizabeth Malone as Media Assistant, replacing Brooklyn Winters, who ac-
cepted a technology position.

As we close the first semester, our high academic expectations for all students
continue to be a focal point in addressing the educational needs of all students.
In spite of the clear commitment of staff members to educational excellence for
all students, we have some students who are performing below expectations.
Teachers and administrators are relentless in our determination for-sgteol
success and higlevel achievement for all students. To meet this academic
challenge, our teachers will continue to build a capacity for success through a
collaborative, proactive approaeproviding meaningful intervention strategies
that focus on improving student achievement and providing enrichment activi-
ties for our highachieving students.

As you are well aware, Early Release Wednesdays are currently being used by
teachers to further this culture of commitment. This a time for teachers to meet
and focus on identifying students?®d
Development Teams (PLTs) meet to review and analyze data, plan interven-
tions, and share best teaching strategies with the goal of addressing identified
areas of weakness. Therefore, decisions for change and improvement-are data
driven.

Reedy Creek Middle School staff will continue our commitment to educate all
students for future success.
Lawrence Jackson

Lawrence Jackson
Principal
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Parent Information Night &
2nd Quarter Report Card Pickup

Thursday, January 28
5:00 8 7:00 p.m.

6:00 p.m.: Presentation on high school
planning for parents of 8th graders

http://reedycreekms.wcpss.net 919.460.3504

a (



You Are On Our Team

©

he cornerstone of the NC educationfal process is th

Ed u c at This edacational effort seeks to raise student achievement Honors Lunch
statewide through increased accountability and local control in educational ;
decisionmaking. Mandated in this | aw, is tihe f oCCr)nrQ{r“tgene of
provement Teamso (SI Ts) at all/l NortmTﬁeasregohdmoﬁorsiﬁn%hqo

authority to guide much of the operational and educational processes of the
school. This site-based management approach shifts decisionmaking from
the state, superintendent and school board to those with a personal, vested

eon for the 2009 -2010
school year will be held on

T
(@]

interest in this community: our school 6s educati onal|| FEday Februaryy Jher ends .

PTA will treat all students

The School Improvement Team at Reedy Creek Middle is comprised of who earned A and A/B
teachers representing each grade level and functional area, administration, Honor Roll for the Second
staff and a parent representative elected by the PTA. The members of the Quarter to a pizza

SIT work together to implement plans and processes that promote learning lunch. Please help recog-
in the most successful ways possible and to create the most effective edu- nize our outstanding stu-
cational environment for each and every child at RCMS. dents by volunteering to

help with the lunch.  This is
a fun and easy event to
support. If you cannot be

at the school that day,

please help by donating

The SIT has worked together to develop and publish a School Improvement
Plan. This plan outlines the objectives our school is implementing to
strengthen student performance in accordance with the requirements set by
the State Board of Education and the specific criteria with which we intend
to measure our progress toward these goals. The plan incorporates goals

for increasing student performance, safety and security, professional devel- juice packs, bottles
opment of staff, supporting parental involvement, and more effective school of water or bags of
operation. This plan is then approved by the Wake County Board of Educa- chips.  More information
tion and periodically reviewed by outside organizations. Ultimately, the pri- will be coming
mary goal of the School Improvement Team at RCMS is to improve student soon. Thank you in ad-
performance. Our plan can be found on the RCMS website under the school vance for your support!  To
information tab. volunteer or for more infor-
. mation, contact Deborah
The RCMS Improyement Team typlcally meets the last Tues_day of the Feldstein at DebEeld-
month at 2:35 pm in room 2421. There is a parent representative elected stein@gmail.com .

to the team. This parent is chartered to bring forth the concerns, ideas,
questions and issues of all parents as they relate to student achievement. @,

We encourage your active participation in the school improvement process
through the parent representative, Sherri Philips @  sher-
ridee4@yahoo.com.

Spring Track Sale

Planning is in progress......

Does your child begin PE this
semester?

If so, you may want to consider purchasing RC
Spirit Wear for your child to wear during PE
classes. A red or black RCMitt is the pre-
ferred dress out option for PE, but it is not a re-
quirement. The shirts sell for $12 each.

Hold onto your geardand any
other items that you would like to /g
rid yourself ofdjust a little
longer! This will be the ultimate D
spring cleaning yard sale. All
proceeds will benefit RCMS.

A Spirit Wear representative will be at the Pare
Information Night on Thursday Jan"2Bom 5-7
pm where Tshirts and all other RCMS Spirit We)
items will be for sale. Make plans to come by d
the 28" to purchase your items, or as always, y
may cut out the order form from the newsletter
and send it in anytime with your student and or
ders will be sent home within 2 weeks.

If your interested in helping :
with this fundraiser, please contact Dawn Walls/
RCMS PTA fundraising representative at
rwalls@nc.rr.com
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Hospitality Committee Celebrate Ground Hog Day

Shows Staff Appreciation With the PTA
The Hospitality Committee started the New ) ]
Year off with a big bang. On January the Ole Time Barbecue has partnered with the RCMS PTA to
14™ we hosted the annual soup luncheon. help our school raise funds to support our programs.
We served a total of 17 different soups, Please make plans to visWe Time Barbecuen Tuesday,

everything from chili to chowder and potato
soup to tomato bisque. We also served
breads, crackers, and desserts to accom-

February 2, anytime between 6 &8pm; breakfast, lunch,
or dinner. You may cut out the coupons below or print

pany the soups. more for your family and friends from the RCMS Website
HTTP:/REEDYCREEKMS.WCPSS.NETunder PTA.

On Friday, February 12 ™ we will celebrate Thank you for your support.

Val entineds Day fiChocolfate Loveros Dayo.

The staff will be served everything from 2 locations:

chocolate kisses to brownies, cookies and

6309 Hillsborough Street 1701 Pine Woods Drive
cakes. Be on the lookout for ways you can
o Sy Raleigh, NC 27606 Raleigh, NC 27603
' (919) 852544 (919)-18R8

On March 17 ™ we will host the Wake Up (between Cary & Raleigh)

Wednesday breakfast, the 3 ™ of the school
year. Please be watching for upcoming

emails from Hospitality. We will be asking

for donations of breakfast goods such as

rolls, bagels with cream cheese, muffins,

TUESDAY 02/02/2010,

breads, donuts, croissants, coffee cakes, is your day Reedy Creek Middle School

I ; : Upon presentation of this coupon, 10% of your check will
yogurt, fruit, Juices, etc. Every little bit gladly be donated back to your organization. We are pleased
helps. to accept this coupon for breakfast, lunch or dinner.

Eat in or take out!
VALID AT ALL LOCATIONS

All of your donations are a great way to
show the staff how much we appreciate all
that they do for our children.

N BARBECIE

If you have any comments, suggestions or

) ) TUESDAY 02/02/2010,
guestions please feel free to contact Jackie is your day Reedy Creek Middle School

Cox at jackiecox@nc.rr.com or 859 -0262 or Upon presentation of this coupon, 10% of your check will

. . gladly be donated back to your organization. We are pleased
Michele Dyer at Michele@ncdyers.com or to accept this coupon for breakfast, lunch or dinner.

462 -6235. Eat in or take out!

VALID AT ALL LOCATIONS

Susan Sarandon Donates to RCMS

This year the 7 ™ grade hallway has been a little louder than usual. At 7 am on the dot, stu-

dents have been piling into Ms. Goodel |l 8s cl assroc
ping pong, but ping pong played on four lab tables pushed together with two rulers and

masking tape creating a makeshift net. It sounds crazy, but not to the Ping Pongers who show up every

Thursday and Friday to laugh, to sweat and to just have fun.

They have been playing since September and when the studer
want for a real ping pong table grew. She did not have much luck in her search until one day when she re-

ceived a call from her mother. Ms. Goodell s Mom told her
about a new ping pong club called Spin that opened in New York. So she did. It inspired Ms. Goodell and

motivated her to email the club and explain how some of here students play ping pong with her each week.

Expecting no reply, she went on with her week until she got a surprising email. It stated that Susan Saran-

don, part owner of  Spin in New York City, was moved by the story and wanted to help RCMS to get a proper

ping pong table. As of January 11, the Reedy Creek Ping Pongers have a brand new ping pong table donated

by Spin.


mailto:jackiecox@nc.rr.com
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Counsel orso Co

We are quickly approaching the time when eighth graders begin planning for high school. Parents will have an opple&mity to
about graduation requirements and high school planniritharsday, January 28 during Parent Information Night at 6:00.p.m
Students will receive registration information through their Math classes during the week of March 8. They will begfh their
grade registration sheet angydar plan in class and bring home information to finish their registration choices with tegitspar
Registration in SPAN will occur during the week of March 22 during Math classes. Students will then bring home a course sele
tion sheet for parents to sign. Please take the time to discuss future goals with your student so that they can nsekettousse

that fit with their life goals. Students will bring home an information letter during the latter part of January thasinghadtant
information about high school open houses and scheduling.

Currently dates have been set for open houses at the following schools and we encourage you to attend:

Athens Drive High Schooli Thursday, February 25, 6:00 p.m.
Cary High Schooli Thursday, February 25, 6:0® 7:00 p.m.
Panther Creek High Schooli Wednesday, February 24, 7:00 p.m.

Eight graders should have already brought home information about magnet school open houses. Please note that dexdidline for a
cations to Wake Early College of Health and Sciences was January 15. The application window for other magnet schools is Febr
ary 1-21, 2010.

The tentative date for counselors from Athens Drive , Cary and Panther Creek High Schools to visit Reedy Creek is March 15.
When the date and time is finalized, we will notify you so that you can schedule a time to meet with a counselor if yiokewould

Report cards will be issued on January 28 and 29. doh-e as e
tinue to do their best or make the necessary changes to bring them success. One very important component of suctiess in schoo
regular attendance. There is a short article in this newsletter about attendance and the difference it makes. Encfsoragement

you in this area is vital and we appreciate your support.

Pl ease contact your childdéds counselor i f we can be of ass

Student Services Office: Mrs. Hatley 48893
6" Grade (MZ) and 7' Grade Counselor: Ms. Eva@alter (4663513)devanssalter@wcpss.net
6" Grade (AL) and 8" Grade Counselor: Mrs. Breckheimer (48812)cbreckheimer@wcpss.net

Re-Link Your VIC Card!

Cultural Arts Update It only take a secondDid you know, this card needs to
be relinked every yearink your Harris Teeter VIC
card the next time you check out at your local Harris Tge-
ter . Our sc3®ol 6s numbef i s

Providing students exposure to the cultural arts is one of
the many programs the RCMS PTA supports. So far thig
year, the PTA, with the support of grants from the United
Arts Council of Wake County, has had the opportunity {o

bring in & variety of artists. grrvr s T I R :
g ty : Attention Parent Volunteers

In November, the African American Dance Ensemble Ieél
by Chuck Davis perfor med |:0ARKGUint [ANd$capingvs gonsisugtion? REMS 7 t h
grade classes. Also in November/December, Phillip Sha needs your help with several projects.

bazz worked with 7th grade Language Arts classes in @ r‘e-
ating poetry. : We are in need of landscaping around the football/ :

: soccer and baseball fields. We would also like to
In late January, Yvette Lewis will expose 6t : build a permanent concession stand near the
graders to opera and in February, Wade Al N i track . Unfortunately, these items are not a part of
len will showcase his Medieval Armor for 61 5’3 X i the WCPSS budget. This would be a great Eagle
graders to view. M |: Project for Boy Scouts working on this :
. . ! rank. Please contact Dawn Walls/PTA fundralsmg
Dasan Ananu will be visiting 8th grade Lan ! repesentative at rwalls@nc.rr.com or our Athletic
guage Arts classes in March to work on cre Director, Coach Stewart at JStewart@WCPSS. Net

tive writing projects while in April, Theatre | By
wi |l present oMartin Lut ] eforr mq{elnfo&matlon r?garﬂnag these réeeds and

Dream for 8th grade students. : friore
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** Hoops for Heart 7 Jump Rope for Heart Event **
February 16 -18, 2010

H oops for Heart i Jump Rope for Heart is a national educational fund-raising program that is spon-
sored by the American Heart Association and the American Alliance for Health, Physical Education,

Recreation and Dance (AAHPERD). The Program engages students in physical activities basketball and
jump rope, while raising funds to help support life saving heart and stroke research. Students ask friends and family
for donations, and receive thank you gifts for their contributions. This event promotes positive physical fitness activities
and the value of community service.

Students who have Health and PE during 2'* Semester will receive donation envelops the week of February 8, 2010.
These students will participate in basketball and jump rope activities during PE classes on February 1618. The PE De-
partment provides an exemption certificate from 1 Fitness Run for a minimum donation of $5.00 and an exemption
certificate from 1 Health Class for a minimum donation of $15.00. Students participate in other physical activities
instead. All other Reedy Creek students can pick up donation envelops during lunch periods in the cafeteria. Donations
can also be made online to the American Heart Association.

The PE Department is happy to announce that this year students can participate in basketball and/or jump rope activi-
ties during their lunch period for a donation of $1.00 per day from Feb. 16 -18. Donations will be collected at the gym
each day. Wedl | have a great time being physically acti v

Thank you,
Beverly B. Dudley, MaED, NBCT

Reedy Creek Spirit Wear

RCMS Spirit Wearis ALWAYS avai | abl e Simply complete this order form apd s¢
ment. Your order will be processed within 2 weeks and sent back to your child at homeroom. Many of these items are useful for

your children here at school and are a great way to support RCMS! It is highly recommended that students wear a Reedy Creek t-

shirt for Physical Education class.

To place an order, fill out the form below with a check payable to RCMS PTA or include exact change with the order. Send both

items in an envelope to the RCMS main office, The order wil be

Please allow 1-2 weeks for the order to be filled. Indicate on the line the number of items you wish to order. All sizes are adult
unless otherwise noted.

Reedy Creek Fshirt ($12.00) Sweatshirt with Hood ($22.00)
Small __red __ black Small red black
Medium _ red __ black Medium red black
Large __red __ black Large red black
XL ____red ___ Dblack XL red black
Gym Bag ($5.00) RCMS Accessories

Contact Paige Lewis 848049
Red Car Magnet $3.00 or Ginger Haroldson 465655
with any questions
Black Water Bottle $3.00

1 Grade 4" period teacher




Red Ribbon Poster

Contest

The Town of Carybés 2009|Red Ribbon Drug Awar e-
ness Poster Contest was conducted during the
month of October 2009 in conjunction with the Na-
tional Red Ribbon Drug Awareness Week of Octo-
ber 237 31.

This yeards paddDtrairg ifFeecerag was
Heal t hy Wang studemts fBoe @ll Five Cary
Middle Schools participated in the poster contest.
The six top posters from each school were selected
and scored by an independent group of judges,
who selected a first, second and third place winner
from each school.

Reedy Creek Middle School students submitted a
total of twelve posters, and the top six posters from
the school were submitted by Obomate Asimiea (6"
Grade), Bianca Butler (7" Grade), Ismail Mghazli
(7" Grade), Parvina Rakhimova (8" Grade), Char-
lotte Thompson (6™ Grade), and Grace Yun (7"
Grade).

The RCMS 2009 Poster Contest Winners are as
follows:

Ist Place: $75 Visa Gift Card - Grace Yum
2" Place: $50 Visa Gift Card - Charlotte Thompson
3" Place: $25 Visa Gift Card - Bianca Butler

The Reedy Creek Middle School PTA congratulates
our winners and finalists for a JOB WELL DONE!

Our Special Education Classes are in need of a sofa or love seat that is in good, clean condition to use for the Read-
ing Zone. If anyone has one to donate, please email the PTA Secretagyratee4@yahoo.canthank you!

THE SPIRI'T OF GI VI NG ASOARSO AT RCMS!

RCMS6s Food Drive and Kids Helping Kids project were huge
1 students, families, staff, and local businesses!

An annual tradition since RCMS opened in 2003, this year 6s
(PBS) Committee spearheaded by Steve Kibler. In addition to donating approximately 3000 pounds of nutritious, non -

perishable foods, personal hygiene items, infant products, and paper products to the Food Bank of Central & Eastern

North Carolina, the Food Drive enabled us to share some of the bounty with several RCMS familiesi including 4 infants,

27 children, and 10 adults.

The Kids Helping Kids project was the 2007 brainchild of 6™ grade teacher Christine Greene and her 6" grade col-

leagues. To teach our students the value of giving to others, students are provided the opportunity during December to
forego some of the fiextraso in the cafeteria, such as ice
the Kids Helping Kids project. Counselors Carol Breckheimer and Sunshine Evansalter and Social Worker Mary Jane

Brooks use the donations to buy shoes and clothes for RCMS students whose families are experiencing a financial hard-

ship, such as homelessness, unemployment, underemployment, etc. Donations provided help for 20 children in 2007

and 22 children in 2008. The outpouring of support for the Kids Helping Kids project was so great this year we were

able to help 31 children from 15 different RCMS families!


http://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/commons/6/64/Red_Ribbon.svg

